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Well Positioned

Creatively using a narrow lot to his advantage, architect John Carraway
designed a French cottage with a seamless flow between house and
garden.

INTERVIEW BY PAIGE TOWNLEY // PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEAN ALLSOPP AND MAX KIM-BEE //
STYLING BY LIZ STRONG

ABOVE Architect John Carraway helped Jeanne and Mabry Rogers design a classic French country look with a shake roof
and stately white-painted brick. Placing the new house to the left of the lot and inserting a garden on the right not only
created outdoor rooms for enjoying and entertaining but also gave the family the privacy they desired.

Every really talented architect knows that siting is absolutely key to designing a house. Jeanne Rogers and her husband, Mabry,
discovered that when they began to consider renovating their existing home. The couple quickly realized they were more likely to get
the house they wanted by purchasing the empty lot next door and building new. And while the lot kept them planted in the
neighborhood they loved, it presented a challenge because of flanking houses, narrow depth, and close proximity to the street. The
Rogers had hoped for some privacy, but constraints suggested otherwise. That's where the expertise of architect John Carraway of
Carraway & Associates came into play.

Instead of plopping the house in the center of the lot, John set it to one side. He says it was one of those “ah-ha” moments that
seemed ridiculously evident once realized. The arrangement allowed John to give the Rogers the classic French-style home and
secluded garden they desired. “There’s so much creativity and beauty in what John did,” says Jeanne. “The courtyard garden not only
gives us privacy from the street and neighbors, but it also connects the interiors to the outside. Every room looks out onto the
courtyard.”
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ABOVE LEFT The dining space shares the same herringbone-patterned pavers as the entryway, a flooring Jeanne loves
because it reminds her of her childhood home. A simple English pedestal table is flanked by four classic French chairs,
leaving the statement to be made by the antique Italian iron-and-wood chandelier.

ABOVE RIGHT The range is a standout with its sleek, sculptural hood. White quartz countertops maintain the serene palette,
and a marble backsplash works as an element of modern art. The island, painted Sherwin-Williams Sealskin, underscores
the marble's gray vein.

ABOVE The living room features numerous windows that provide generous views of the garden. To bring in both an old and
new feel, Jeanne incorporated a modern shelter mohair sofa with classic wingback chairs. A grouping of nine antique Italian
bookplates anchors the space over the sofa.
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Floor plan in place, Jeanne shifted her sights to the design. As an interior designer herself, she started by taking the advice she gives
her own clients. “I tell my clients to put together a plan that blends what they love,” Jeanne says. “In my case, | am drawn to clean
lines and modern aesthetics with a mix of antiques. | like it when things have a story, so | incorporate antiques whenever possible.
You should always layer in some history.”

Those antiques take residence throughout the house, from the French chest in the foyer and the Dutch desk in the living room to the
Italian chandelier and sideboard in the dining room. “I collected these pieces over time, through various travels,” says Jeanne.
“They’re items | will want to hang on to forever.”

The designer juxtaposed those traditional pieces just enough modern touches, including keeping the mouldings throughout the home
minimal. In the foyer, she added dimension with a lively leopard print on the stairwell. In the living room and master bedroom, she
mixed in contemporary accent fabrics. The kitchen showcases an edgy light fixture. “I love creating the right balance between old and
new,” she says. “Here, it’s all enhanced by the beautiful garden views in each room.”

ABOVE LEFT The home’s entryway combines a mix of Jeanne’s favorite elements, including a collection of antique walking
canes and an antique French chest. “A big chest helps anchor a space, and the wood provides warmth,” she says. The
classic leopard print from Hiltz-Lauber paves the staircase, adding modern contrast to the classic French railing custom-
designed by Iron Stair Railing: Artistic Birmingham Iron. Oversized spliced brick pavers laid in a herringbone pattern recall
a design in Jeanne's childhood home.

ABOVE RIGHT The antique French mantel in the living room is one of the many pieces Jeanne has found during her travels
over the years. A French basket weave mirror reflects the abundance of natural light.
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ABOVE LEFT A highlight of the living room is an antique Dutch desk. An antique paneled door hangs above. “It’s one of
those pieces you find and love and just figure out a way to use,"” Jeanne says.

ABOVE RIGHT Jeanne opted for a calm aesthetic in the master bedroom. Walls, floors, and bedding are light to accentuate
the celadon green custom headboard. A rug from Paige Albright Orientals is layered over a Hiltz-Lauber carpet for added
softness and dimension. Wall color: Pashmina by Benjamin Moore

Teasaisorr

ABOVE Every room in the home looks out onto the garden, a space that was critical in the original design of the home as it
provides needed privacy while also letting in plenty of natural light. “The look of the garden has been changed so many
times over the years. It's gotten simpler,” Jeanne says. “With so much going on in the house, it's better for the garden to be
simple.”
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Time in a Garden

The courtyard garden is an integral part of the home’s design. Shifting the house to one side of the lot and incorporating the garden
on the opposite side created seclusion from the street and neighbors. It also created a blissful utopia that became an extension of the
home’s interior space. Here’s how horticulturist Kevin Webb of Prime Landscape Services helps keep it that way.

Keep it simple. The front wall of the garden includes just five different plants: rosemary, sweetbay magnolias, mondo grass,
boxwoods, and three-tiered candelabra Gala apple trees. While the plants are few in number, they are used in large scale to best
outfit the space.

Define the space. In creating an outdoor area, approach the space just like you would the interior by defining “rooms.” Here, the
garden is obviously one big space, but it's organized into three “rooms,” and each has its own unique feel.

Think it through. Not just any pretty plant is ideal for any given garden. Here, Kevin used mondo grass where possible to have green
grass year-round. Four Japanese maple trees in the center of the garden anchor the space and create a canopy for needed shade.

RESOURCES

Designer: Jeanne Rogers, 205.305.5243. Most fabrics and furnishings available through designer. Architect: John Carraway,
Carraway & Associates 205.933.2114 Builder: David Camp, Camp Construction Landscape: Prime Landscape Services: DBA Webb
Garden Design, 205.305.6517 Kitchen architect: Sissy Austin, Austin & Company, 205. 637.6048 Interior wall color: Simply White
by Benjamin Moore Living Room: White Chinese vases: Circa Interiors & Antiques Sisal rug: Hiltz-Lauber Kitchen: Rug: Paige
Albright Orientals Appliances: Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery Cabinet hardware: Brandino Brass Island Paint Color:
Sealskin by Sherwin-Williams Master Bedroom: Light fixture: Circa Interiors & Antiques Bench: Henhouse Antiques Throw: Three
Sheets

http://www.birminghamhomeandgarden.com/core/pagetools.php?pageid=18804&url=%2FBirmingham-Home-Garden%2FMay-June-2018%2FWell-Po...

5/5



