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A\ traditional home'takes on & role reversal to reveal sweeping viey

and an open floorplan filled with color, art, and a connection to nature.

Text by CARA D. CLARK /  Flaral Design by SYBIL SYLVESTER / Photography by JEAN ALLSOPP
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the remodeled space expresses
contrasts, as seen in the stainless tabletop with its rustic
wood base. Rough-hewn wood details complement sleek
furniture pieces for classic style with modern flair.

SITUATED ON A WOODED MOUNTAIN BROOK LOT IS A HOUSE THAT THE OWNER CALLS AN ON-
GOING, LIVING ART PIECE. It exists in a state of flux as subtle, constant changes add to its appeal. “I'm always bring-
ing in things from the outside,” says the owner, who has a special affinity for trees, birds, and art— thanks to the influence
of her mother and paternal grandmother on her own family tree.

‘The homeowners worked with interior designer Lauren Conner and builder David Camp of Camp Construction Com-
pany to transition a dressy, brick traditional into a casual residence with an inviting feel.

Friends since high school, Lauren and the owner knew each other well, which facilitated the best possible working

>
relationship. “She’s vivacious and she wants things done right,” Lauren says of her friend. “Welworked well together.”
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Clockwise from top, left: Colorful blue

d green accessories in the kitchen
‘complement the mostly gray-and-
white color scheme. Doors open onto
the home’s addition—a screened
porch. A leftover holiday display
remains over the stove. “At Christ-
mas, Sybil hung ornaments from the
driftwood. | liked it so much, I left it,”
the owner says.

The design team
included (from left) floral
designer Sybil Sylvester,
Uilder David Camp, and
designer Lauren Conner.
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The addition of a screened porch (just off the kitchen) allows

the homeowners to enjoy the original form of Southern air-
conditioning—mountain breezes.
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David Camp was recruited to remodel the kitchen and den. Seeing that the home’s front faced away from the view and that

the location of the driveway made entry awkward, David began to contemplate an about-face.
“Soon after I started the design work, I broke the ice with the idea of reversing the house,” he says. “The first thing I did was show

them a sketch that would bring the driveway around the house for guests to enter from the front corridor.”
Keeping the original footprint almost intact, David drew up the plans that reversed the house. “One of the most important elements
g g p p the p p
of making a beautiful home is finding a way to make it connect to the setting, and this house has a b&autiful setting,” he explains. “The

screened porch we added makes a connection on one side. The other side has an expansive view.”
A burlap swing, hung on the entry-level front porch, makes a natural transition from the foyer to the landscape. The swing was
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To bring guests more gracefully into the home,
David Camp redirected the main entry to a covered
porch on the rear of the home.
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the first piece the owner bought with a
“tree house” home redesign in mind. Its
neutral tones are enhanced with bright
pops of purple and aqua.

In the renovated kitchen and den area,
pale walls create a neutral backdrop, show-
casing rustic, exposed beams and dark wood
window and door trim. The contrast creates
a light, open feeling.

The stainless-top kitchen table has a
rustic wood base, a hardy piece in keeping
with the re-styled area. With two sons, the
owners appreciate such resilient materials—
from floors to furnishings.

“They wanted furniture that was dura-
ble,” Lauren says, a factor that prompted the
inclusion of chenille, slate-colored armchairs
in the family room. “We used a neutral pal-
ette with a punch of color—turquoise and
citron—and some fun artwork.”

It wasn’t just the home that had a role
reversal from formal to casual. Many of the
furnishings found a new purpose as well.

“She used everything from her old
house,” Lauren says of the homeowner. “She
took a Chippendale bench and recovered
it to make it a lictle edgier. She has classic
things, but they have been updated.”

A sofa from the owner’s maternal
grandmother, circa 1940s, was given new
zest with deep lavender upholstery. Placed
in the library, the piece is accompanied by
two chairs with geometric prints on the
same purple background. A portrait of her
grandmother looks on, proudly.

In the dove gray dining room, a seagrass
rug, one of the few floor coverings in the
house, sits beneath a traditional table and
chairs. A casual iron-and-wood light
fixture replaced a heavy, crystal chandelier
to create a more understated atmosphere.

At Lauren’s suggestion, the kitchen
showcases a high-end sleeckness through the
use of marble tile on the entire back wall.
“Lauren was great at pushing me into that,”
the owner says. “I looked at other materials,
and I thought about painting it. But if you
look beyond the wall into the yard outside,

it’'s a sleek interpretation of all of the rock
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